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' ICHARD \ICGARRAH HELMS BELIEVED" IN
secrets] Of course,. everyone in the American intelligence
community believes in secrets in theory, but Helms really
believed in secrets the way Lyman Kirkpatrick believed in
secrets. At ong ‘point- years ago they were rivals in the
Ceniral Intelligence Agency. But they had certain things
in commonand one of thearwas a belief in secrets, They

ticiang in Brazil,. parachutmo into Burma, preparing
poisoned band)u:rcmefs for inconvenient ‘Arab colonels,
ali that sleight of hand and decring-do of World War 11
vintage which certain veterins of the Office of Strategic
e CEs (ObS) brought into the CIA—because covert action oper-.
s had a built-in uncertainty factor,. They tended to go wrong,
rzd even when. they succeeded ‘they tended to- get out. Too many
seople knew z2bout them. You couldn’t keep them secret; not just’
—onfidential for the Jife of the administration,.like so many secrets

weption to eternivy.)) - 07 : .
- As Dirctor of Central }ntelhoence (DCI) from June 1966 untxl'.
Febriary 1673, Helms was as close to anonynious as a senior gov-"
zrament ofEcizk.can be. In political:memoirs. of the period Helms is
of u.nn the index, but when you check the text-he is only a wallk-on,.
ne of those names in sentences whlch begin, "Also at the-meeting
woere. 2 T Ifitwere not for 4 little ;i obad luck oo . Helms would be
=3 faxr’.ly remembered now as Rear Admiral Roscoe H Henkoetter or -
Gene'al Hoyt Vandenberg, two early DCIs.
< No one tells Stories ‘about Richard Helms. He bad allies within the :
.JA ‘of course, and. fnnnds, and there are men who still admire his
.;ro":suonz} skill in running a traditional mtellxgencb service; and |
there ars even more who learnéd to respect his bureavcratic talents:

£1e Jost some battles within the CIA but hewon all the wars and no,_|'

2ne whorworked with him ever.doubted for, long that Helms was a
fcrmicdable ¢ «sonent when it came to office politics., But Helms did -
ot win pzopis, as Allen Dulles; Frank Wisner, Bissell; Tracey, Bdl’ﬂBS

;md Thomas l\"ramnasm& all did.- His fires we anked;
s own.counsel and his distancd REQYE L%l%rrﬁ% QA &1
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did not like covert action opcrat10ns—~subsuhzm poh-- )

in Washinglon, but s&cret m Lyman hlrkpatnck*s phrase “from- '
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T The only gentiirie anecdot CAloB c_;?/? U&E‘ Gooa-av?.
who did not like him, and he .
;-comé up with it. Before the : . p /ﬁ} /
Uclm~7 would read an intellig ? S ALS Y]
~ovcr“1gbt The names of all C‘{ AL 03 <
fand the like were: replaced L Ve
 Dicector’s convenience there CFnos Wﬂ.nﬂ: C@-'Q
“the page providing the true id
: - the Chief of Station (CO8) ir : - (}
pame for the COS said; “Ray ( z
‘IIelms allowed himselfto j
ZInait WHO told. me the stor}, b.‘.....,..,v Rl UILILUL AL VAL ET UL (351 DHCL '
fhad m;sspclled thendmc, of a man ‘who had onee been omethm? of ax
¢ Helms rival, an xmpcrtant CIA: ofﬁcml Ray.C line; with a C. }.Ielm>l
# paused and said, “P‘ How. ﬁoon they forget, how soou thés
Horgit Tt 7 -
= -A"man as beenstepping very lightly indee
‘deeper ‘fracks than: that Rp e
e - Helms’ pcrsoml ground wa atypxcal of the CLA in two ways
He went to school i Europe (e Roscy in Switzerland, a posh social®
Iipstitttion’ Where Mohammed Riza’ Pahhm later sh.xh of Iran, dso
went} And he-had no money of his own. ' The practical imporiance of -
,thls fact was that Helms unhke m"my early CIA people, needed. hisy
,Job He “Could not aﬁ"ord to resign-if he got' mad and he knéw it;- In »
< all Gthef respects—race; politics and social background~“Helms' was®
typlcal _of the Eastern, old family, old money; WASP patricians. who'.
ran th great ﬁnancxal msntutxons,;the Wall- Strect law. ﬁms 1h :

e

who does not leave

_1 o At;Wllhams College, w‘xere he was'graduated in 1935, Helms was
:one ¢ of those: young me, “assured beyond their years, who are ‘voted
:_.-most popular and most likely to succeed. He'was Phi Beta Kappa, -
‘which meant he’ knew how to- ‘wiite papers- 'md take exams-with -
“effect, but he had ‘none of the intellectual fire. and’ ‘passion which™
:make ‘teachers “vahie. stidenits . Helms -fpommate was ‘the-'son of .
;Huah Baillie, president’ ‘of United Press-at the time, and. after Teav= -
mg Williams, Helms pa:d liis own'way.fo Europe and went to wwork
“for UP id-Berlin undeg: Fred Ocechsner;”a, UP Journahat who Iater‘ -
oi R = .
1 11 %g[) %er q@ﬁimb&%%ﬁmﬂp Helms k,ft urope
and joined the busmess staff of the’ Indzanapolzs Times Sn-1942 he”

best find themselves hard prmsed when they are asked what chhard

Helms was flixe, --2~ 77 . e o
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